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Dear Partners,

Tourism is real money for Tennessee, and it continues to be one of the strongest drivers of 
economic growth in our state. Because of our hardworking industry and powerful marketing  
tools like the annual Tennessee Vacation Guide, we continue to outperform the nation with  
record-breaking visitor spending year after year. That kind of momentum doesn’t happen by 
accident. It’s what happens when we work together to showcase what makes this state special.

The Tennessee Vacation Guide continues to grow, with 99% of our 2025 guides distributed 
nationwide. The 2026 guide is already delivering results. With Dolly Parton on the cover, we 
generated more than 70,000 print requests and over 200,000 digital page views in the first 45 days.

Demand is so strong that we’re printing additional copies this summer to expand our reach and 
get more guides in key markets like Atlanta and Chicago. Not every state can say this, but the 
numbers show what we’re doing here is working.

We continue to hear from visitors and stakeholders that the guide is one of our most powerful 
tools to inspire travel. What sets Tennessee apart is you: our communities, our partners and the 
experiences you create every day.

The Vacation Guide is one of the ways we bring that story to life, and there’s never been a better time to 
make sure your story is part of our state’s continued momentum.

Thank you for all you do to support our thriving industry. Because of you, Tennessee truly “sounds perfect” 
for visitors and Tennesseans alike.

Yours Truly, 

Mark Ezell, Commissioner, 
Tennessee Department of Tourist Development



Travelers are seeking more information about a trip to Tennessee, and they’re 
finding it in the Tennessee Vacation Guide. In 2025, we saw another strong year  
of tourism momentum, distributing 99% of the guide’s 500,000 copies to potential 
visitors around the U.S. and beyond. In 2026, we are on track to surpass this success.

RECORD-SETTING  
TRAVEL GUIDE INTEREST IN 2026

70K  
Guide requests within 

the first 45 days  
(up 32% from 2025)

2026 SUCCESS BY THE NUMBERS  

“This investment generates 
valuable leads for Clarksville.” 
– Michelle Dickerson, Senior Director  
of Marketing & PR, Visit Clarksville

“Our partnership with TDTD 
and Journal Communications 
allows us to stretch marketing 
budgets further and deliver 
measurable results.”
– Rutherford County CVB

“Being included in the 
Tennessee Vacation Guide 
gives our destination a  
wider reach.”
– Lauren Ward, Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications, Visit Franklin

“The Tennessee Vacation Guide 
is an invaluable resource for 
promoting Chattanooga.” 
– Ava Rymer, PR Manager, Visit Chattanooga 

“We use the Tennessee 
Vacation Guide as an 
extension of our marketing 
efforts to promote Knoxville. 
Each year, we’re able to 
highlight key attractions in 
our destination, encouraging 
visitors to the great state  
of Tennessee to consider 
Knoxville in their travels.”
– Kim Bumpas, President of Visit Knoxville

ADVERTISERS ARE  
SINGING PRAISES FOR THE 

TENNESSEE 
VACATION GUIDE

100K 
Additional reprints 

requested for target markets 
(for the first time EVER)

80K 
Digital guide views 

within the first week  
(up 33% from 2025)



DIGITAL GUIDE
Your ad creative is also included in the interactive digital 
guide on tnvacation.com. The digital guide is heavily 
promoted online, on social media and through targeted 
digital advertising throughout the year. 

2025 DIGITAL GUIDE STATS 

Each ad in the magazine links to your 
page of choice – driving potential 
visitors straight to your site.
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UNCOVER THE 
BEST FAMILY-

FRIENDLY 
ACTIVITIES 

ACROSS THE 
STATE

M apping out a family adventure  
in Tennessee? As you carefully 
curate your itinerary, you’ll no 
doubt want to spend time at 

iconic kid-friendly destinations such as 
world-class theme parks, zoos and museums. 
But while you’re in the area, consider a detour 
off the beaten path into some of Tennessee’s 
smaller communities to discover hidden 
delights you might not know existed. Each 
region of the state houses unforgettable 
family-friendly attractions, and sometimes, 
the most memorable experiences can be 
found on a road less traveled.

EAST TENNESSEE
Great Smoky Mountains National Park has 
been one of Tennessee’s best-loved family 
destinations for generations. Well known  

for its scenic mountain splendor, cascading 
waterfalls and abundant wildlife, it is 
America’s most visited national park, 
welcoming over 12 million visitors annually. 
You can hike, camp, fish, go horseback 
riding, rent a cabin and enjoy nature at its 
finest, all in the Smokies. 

 Dollywood in Pigeon Forge is another 
signature East Tennessee attraction you 
won’t want to miss. Ranked by USA Today 
and Tripadvisor as one of the world’s best 
theme parks, Dollywood captivates visitors 
young and old with more than 60 rides, 
Southern-style cuisine, skilled artisans, live 
entertainment and seasonal events such as 
Dollywood’s Harvest Festival and Smoky 
Mountain Christmas. 

While you’re in the area, wander over to 
Townsend, a tiny mountain town only  

Tuckaleechee Caverns,  Townsend
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30 minutes from Pigeon Forge. Known  
as “The Peaceful Side of the Smokies,” 
Townsend has fewer crowds but plenty  
of opportunities for fun. Marvel at 
amazing stone formations and an 
underground waterfall at  Tuckaleechee 
Caverns, take the kids to see a vintage 
steam locomotive at the Little River 
Railroad & Lumber Company Museum,  
or explore the region’s diverse culture  
and rich history through centuries-old 
artifacts at the Great Smoky Mountains 
Heritage Center. 

Over in nearby Sevierville, English 
Mountain Trout Farm allows kids to 
catch their own fish and have it cooked 
on the spot for a tasty lunch. Afterward, 
journey deep inside Forbidden Caverns,  
a fascinating cave system where the 

Eastern Woodland Native Americans  
used to take shelter in winter.

In Sweetwater, take a boat tour of 
America’s largest underground lake  
140 feet below the surface at The Lost  
Sea Adventure. Nature lovers shouldn’t 
miss Blue Hole Falls in Elizabethton, a 
natural waterfall and swimming hole  
with hiking trails. If you have a history  
or science fan in your crew, take a road 
trip to the “Secret City” of Oak Ridge,  
part of the Manhattan Project National 
Historical Park, where residents played  
a role in making the atomic bomb that 
ended World War II. Experience the  
city’s unusual history and explore its 
innovative advancements at the 
interactive American Museum of  
Science and Energy.

Dollywood, Pigeon Forge

GO WILD
Memphis Zoo, 
Nashville Zoo at 
Grassmere, Zoo 
Knoxville and 
Chattanooga Zoo 
allow animal lovers 
to encounter their 
favorite furry or feathered 
friends up close. Southland 
Safari in Clarksburg takes 
guests on guided tours on  
their safari vehicles and even 
has overnight cabin rentals,  
so you can make your  
safari adventure last 
more than one day.

PH
O

TO
S:

 J
EF

F 
AD

KI
NS

, S
TE

VE
N 

BR
ID

GE
S,

 IS
TO

CK
.C

O
M

/A
KI

NS
HI

N

_TVG_2026_v9.indb   35_TVG_2026_v9.indb   35 12/4/25   11:14 AM12/4/25   11:14 AM

Source: Blue Toad

1M+
Average annual 

page views 

4K
Average daily 

page views

8
Average minutes 

per reader

DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION

Visitors can also view, order 
or download a guide online at 
tnvacation.com or order via 

1-800-GO2-TENN. 

BULK GUIDE  
REQUESTS

INDIVIDUAL 
REQUESTS 

WELCOME  
CENTERS

•	 AAA Offices
•	 Airports
•	 Chambers

•	 Distilleries
•	 Hotels & Resorts
•	 Military Bases

•	 Public Libraries 
•	 Realty Offices
•	 Restaurants

•	 RV Parks
•	 Select CVBs 
•	 State Parks

•	 Top Attractions: 		
	 Historical Sites, 		
	 Museums, etc.

OVER 100K BULK REQUESTS INCLUDE:

93K+ 

2026 guides requested within 
the first two months of launch 

(up 35% from 2025)

More than 100 million people 
travel to Tennessee each year, 
and they find vacation guides 
all across the state at places 
like the 16 Welcome Centers.

PRINT GUIDE
The official Tennessee Vacation 
Guide is the No. 1 resource for 
planning trips to our state.  
More than half a million 
copies are distributed across 
the country through individual 
requests, bulk orders, Welcome 
Centers and strategic events, 
attractions, hotels and visitor hubs. 

WHAT’S IN THE GUIDE?
	 Original and compelling photography

	 Engaging content covering everything from dining  
	 and music to history and outdoors

	 Dedicated regional and subregional highlights 		
	 covering all 95 counties

	 Visitor information, including sustainability efforts, 		
	 accessible accommodations and travel tips 

AN ADDITIONAL 

100K COPIES
were printed in 2026 to  

distribute in target markets  
like Atlanta and Chicago.  

That’s 600K guides  
circulating to potential  

visitors.



FULL-PAGE  
SPONSORED 
CONTENT
•	 Full-page print sponsored article  

with 1-3 photos

•	 Print placement in statewide features 

•	 Added value: Info pop-up or video  
in the digital guide

•	 Added value: Featured  
Attractions listing

Statewide Features:
$31,185

HALF-PAGE  
SPONSORED 
CONTENT 
•	 Half-page sponsored article or listicle 

with  1-2 photos

•	 Print placement within regional opening 
feature OR within your area’s co-op 

•	 Added value: Info pop-up or video in the 
digital guide

•	 Added value: Featured Attractions listing

Regional Features:
$20,805

THIRD-PAGE  
SPONSORED 
CONTENT 
•	 1/3-page sponsored listicle with  

one photo

•	 Print placement within regional opening 
feature OR within your area’s co-op 

•	 Added value: Info pop-up or video in the 
digital guide

•	 Added value: Featured Attractions listing

Regional Features:
$14,835

Tell the story of your destination. Our sponsored articles and listicles blend 
seamlessly into the guide’s editorial design and voice. By matching the look 
and feel our readers trust, your destination or attraction gains maximum 
credibility and higher engagement than traditional display ads.

PRINT SPONSORED CONTENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Your sponsored content story can focus on what makes your attraction  
unique, an overview of your destination, a milestone anniversary, a new 
development at your venue or another topic that showcases what’s special  
about your destination or attraction.

You will select the topic in collaboration with our editorial team and your  
sales representative. We’ll work with you to ensure the article has credible  
third-party authenticity and maximum readability and interest. 

PREMIUM SPONSORED CONTENT SPREAD
OUR HIGHEST-IMPACT PACKAGE INCLUDES:

•	 Premium placement within the front 1/3 of the print and digital guide 

•	 Full-page print ad (submitted by advertiser) and full-page print sponsored article  
with 1-2 photos adjacent to your print ad

•	 OR: Two-page print sponsored article with 3-4 photos

•	 Added value: Info pop-up or video in the digital guide

•	 Added value: Featured Attractions listing

Statewide Features:
$58,300

Capture readers’ attention  
through native storytelling.

Full and 
half-page  
examples

tnvacation.com106

HERE’S TO 160 YEARS
Less than a year after the Civil War ended, Fisk University held its first class made up of 
formerly enslaved students. When the doors opened on Jan. 9, 1866, Fisk also became 
the first institution of higher education in Nashville, predating Vanderbilt by seven years. 
The acclaimed Fisk Jubilee Singers became the city’s first touring group in 1871 when 
they set out to raise funds for the young college, earning Nashville the name “Music 
City.” Successful in their mission, Jubilee Hall was built that same year, becoming the 
South’s first and only permanent structure for the education of Black students. In 1930, 
Fisk became the first historically Black college to receive national accreditation.

Celebrate 160 years with a visit to the Carl Van Vechten Art Gallery, the Aaron Douglas 
Gallery in Cravath Hall and the portrait commissioned by Queen Victoria in Jubilee Hall. 

Fisk University, Nashville
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OFF THE 
BEATEN PATH
Hop off the interstate, 
crank up the country 
and hit the back roads 
to uncover the region’s 
hidden gems. The 
Discover Tennessee 
Trails & Byways 
program features 
eight self-guided 
driving tours across 
Middle Tennessee.  
To learn more about 
Nashville’s Trace,  
Old Tennessee, Pie 
in the Sky, Promised 
Land, Ring of Fire, 
Screaming Eagle, 
Tennessee River  
and The Jack Trail 
routes and highlights, 
visit tntrailsand 
byways.com.

Sponsored Content

VISIT GOODLETTSVILLE
EXPERIENCE NASHVILLE’S NEARBY NEIGHBOR
Just a short drive from downtown 
Nashville, the charming town of 
Goodlettsville invites visitors to 
explore its many offerings, from 
historic attractions, outdoor 
recreation and art to music, 
shopping and delicious dining.

Experience life in a frontier fort  
at Mansker’s Station, then tour  
the stately Bowen House, Middle 
Tennessee’s oldest brick home.  
Find more treasures from a  
bygone era along the Main  
Street Antique District. 

Tap into the city’s creative side with 
self-guided tours of colorful murals 
and utility box art, or discover 
Goodlettsville’s country music roots 
and “Hee Haw” history. And don’t 
miss Long Hollow Jamboree, 

serving up home cooking and live 
music for more than 55 years.

The city’s beautiful setting beckons 
visitors outdoors. Hit the links at 
Twelve Stones Crossing Golf Club, 
take your shot at Mansker’s Creek 
Disc Golf Course and enjoy family 
fun at the new, inclusive Rachel’s 
Garden Playground.

Moss-Wright Park, the largest of the 
city’s award-winning parks, hosts 
major events throughout the year, 
including the Goodlettsville Farmers 
and Artisan Market, Heritage Days, 
Independence Day Celebration, 
GOODFest and Yulefest.  

Make time for some retail therapy 
with local boutiques featuring gifts, 
jewelry, clothing and home decor. 
Then, refresh and refuel at one of  

the city’s many restaurants, which 
are sure to please every palate. 

Use the easy planning tool,  
available in the app store and  
online at visitgoodlettsville.com,  
to customize your perfect stay.

Twelve Stones Crossing Golf Club

Mansker’s Station
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NEW  
FOR 2027 

Placement options 
for half and  
third-page  

*Book early for Statewide and Regional Feature Placement. Space is limited!

Regional Features:
$25,990

Co-op: 
$16,855

Co-op: 
$11,400



Showcase your best attractions, restaurants, accommodations, 
outdoor opportunities and more in the Vacation Guide by 
providing visitors with detailed information.

Featured Attractions are organized by region and integrated 
with guide content, and each includes contact information  
and descriptive copy about your attraction.

FEATURED ACCOMMODATIONS & RESTAURANTS
Stand out to visitors planning their trip! Organized by category, 
your property or restaurant will be featured on a specially 
designed spread and highlighted as a “must stay” or “must eat” 
destination for visitors coming to Tennessee. 

CHOOSE FROM THESE OPTIONS  
	 Featured Places to Stay
	Featured Restaurants

FEATURED ATTRACTIONS

1  	 FEATURED ATTRACTION  
•	 Description up to 200 characters
•	 Attraction name, address, phone number and web address

2 	 FEATURED ATTRACTION + HIGHLIGHT $450
•	 Description up to 200 characters
•	 Attraction name, address, phone number and web address
•	 PLUS: Shaded background in section’s accent color

3 	 FEATURED ATTRACTION + PHOTO $815
•	 Description up to 200 characters
•	 Attraction name, address, phone number and web address
•	 PLUS: Photo 2˝ wide x 1˝ high at 300 dpi resolution

4 	 FEATURED ATTRACTION + PHOTO + HIGHLIGHT 
•	 Description up to 200 characters
•	 Attraction name, address, phone number and web address
•	 PLUS: Photo 2˝ wide x 1˝ high at 300 dpi resolution
•	 PLUS: Shaded background in section’s accent color

INCLUDES

•	 Premium placement in upfront features

•	 Description up to 50-60 words of copy (300 characters)

•	 Business name, address, phone number and web address

•	 Photo 2.125 ̋ wide x 2.125 ̋ high at 300 dpi resolution

2

3

4

FAST FACT
Out of the 2025 digital guide’s 

160 pages, readers spent 
more time on the Featured 
Accommodations spread,  

making it one of the  
top-performing  

placements.

1

ADVERTISER ADDED VALUE

$1,175

$4,870
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If you’re looking to walk in the blue suede 
footsteps of Tennessee’s ultimate rock ’n’ 
roll icon, Elvis Presley, start in his former 
hometown of Memphis with a pilgrimage  
to  Graceland, the estate that houses  
his opulent mansion, trophy building, 
meditation gardens and pair of jets, then 
kick back at the four-star Guest House at 
Graceland Hotel. Dive into music history  
at the legendary Sun Studio, where Elvis 
recorded his first hits and later rocked  
out with the “Million Dollar Quartet,” his 
famous jam session alongside Johnny Cash, 
Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis. 

Hungry? Stop by the Arcade Restaurant  
in Memphis, a favorite haunt of the King’s 
with a booth named for him, on your way 
down to  Beale Street. Plan time in your 
itinerary to tour West Tennessee’s other 
rock heritage museums, including Stax 
Museum of American Soul Music and Rock 
’n’ Soul Museum, both in Memphis, and the 

Tina Turner Museum in 
Brownsville – all of which 
celebrate the rhythm and 
rebellion that shaped Elvis 
and his era. 

As you continue along your 
Tennessee musical mission, 
Nashville is a natural next 
stop. While Elvis called 
Memphis home, he also 
spent a significant amount of time in Music 
City.  Historic RCA Studio B is where he 
recorded more than 200 songs – including 
hits like “Are You Lonesome Tonight?” – 
and is now part of the Country Music Hall 
of Fame® tour, even featuring the piano he 
played during late-night sessions. At Hatch 
Show Print, also a part of the Hall of Fame 
family, visitors can see where Elvis’ early 
concert posters were hand-printed on 
letterpress machines and even pick up 
vintage-style prints as keepsakes. He also 
made a notable appearance at the Grand 
Ole Opry, performing once in 1954 on the 
stage of the Ryman Auditorium. 

Elvis’ sound was heavily influenced by 
Black artists. Chattanooga’s Bessie Smith 
Cultural Center was established in 2009 to 
honor the singer dubbed “the Empress of 
the Blues.” Nashville’s National Museum  
of African American Music highlights the 
powerful influence of Black artists across 
more than 50 music genres – from spiritual 
and blues to jazz and hip-hop. PH
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ROCK THROUGH THE 
STATE’S MUSICAL LEGACY 
LIKE ONLY A KING CAN DO

TRAVEL LIKE

ELVIS

THE HITS CONTINUE
Tennessee’s cultural legacy 
doesn’t stop with Elvis. 
Discover relics from Carl 
Perkins and more at the 
Legends of Tennessee 
Music Museum in Jackson. 
In Nashville, the  Johnny 
Cash Museum offers an 
intimate look at the Man in 
Black, while Broadway’s 
neon lights are emblazoned 
with the names of artists 
like Eric Church (Chief’s) and 
Lainey Wilson (Bell Bottoms 
Up), among others. 

RCA Studio B, Nashville

Graceland, Memphis

SNAP A 
PHOTO 

WITH THE KING 
HIMSELF ON 
BEALE STREET 
IN MEMPHIS.
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Maryann Stafford

615-218-8271

mstafford@jnlcom.com

Will Zanetis

615-668-1207

wzanetis@jnlcom.com

SCAN QR CODE TO  
SCHEDULE MEETING

DISPLAY ADVERTISING PACKAGES  
Promote your destination, attraction 
or business through our display 
advertising programs. 

Premium positions are available in 
the front features section of the guide, or choose 
to be located in your regional section.

AD SIZES AVAILABLE
	 Two-Page Spread
	 Full Page
	 2/3 Page Vertical
	 1/2 Page Horizontal

	 1/3 Page Horizontal
	 1/3 Page Vertical
	 1/6 Page Vertical
	 1/12 Page Square

EACH ADVERTISER RECEIVES: 

•	 Print ad placed within a regional co-op  
or as a standalone placement adjacent  
to content 

•	 Live links from your ad in the digital guide, 
hosted on tnvacation.com

•	 Info pop-up or video in the digital guide  
(for 1/2 pages and larger)

•	 Digital added value to drive readers to your 
website or contact forms

•	 Featured Attraction listing for added value

The 2027 Tennessee Vacation Guide is 
published by Journal Communications 
Inc., a custom media company in 
Franklin, Tennessee.
Meet our experienced advertising sales 
team, who can craft a custom program 
for your brand to maximize your reach 
to potential visitors.

CONNECT 
WITH OUR
SALES TEAM

FOR 
MORE INFO

Visit jnlcom.com/
tnvacation to find  
digital submission 

guidelines, dimensions  
and additional  
information.

TENNESSEE STATE PARKS
What’s better than over  
60 state parks open all year 
long? Over 60 state parks 
with free entry. Our state 
parks feature more than  
80 waterfalls, upscale 
lodging options, campsites, 
accessible trails and events  
– ensuring your trip is full of 
adventure and plenty of fun. 
So, whether you’re looking 
for a traditional camping 
experience, a scenic walk, 
activities with park rangers, 
outdoor thrills like rock 
climbing or horseback 
riding, or the perfect photo, 
we have you covered.  
Visit tnstateparks.com  
to learn more about 
recreational offerings.

PET-FRIENDLY
Bring your four-legged 
friends on your trip! There 
are plenty of pet-friendly 
places to stay, eat and have 
fun.  Pet-friendly hotels 
and restaurants, dog parks, 
trails and free state parks 
make it easy to bring your 
furry best friend along for 
your visit.

ONLINE RESOURCES 
Start planning your Tennessee vacation at tnvacation.com.

 % Download or order the most 
current transportation map: 
tnvacation.com/maps

 % Discover a calendar of  
events and festivals:  
tnvacation.com/calendar

 % Find trip inspiration and  
lodging options:  
tnvacation.com/trip-inspiration

 % Sign up for e-newsletters:  
tnvacation.com/ 
#email-signup

SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL 
Tennessee makes 
sustainability a priority. 
Attractions, lodging and 
festivals choose to put the 
environment first with 
sustainable practices, 
ensuring that visitors  
will enjoy the state for 
generations to come.  
Look for several electric 
vehicle charging stations  
at Tennessee’s 60-plus  
state parks. Experience 
sustainable snow-producing 
machines in Gatlinburg.  
Take a tour of Ruby Falls or 
Bush’s Beans to hear how 
they recycle water. Visit  
sites on our Civil War Trail, 
where every sign is made  
of recycled materials. For 
more information on how 
Tennessee is staying green, 
visit tnvacation.com/green.

BILL DANCE  
SIGNATURE LAKES 
Thanks to  Bill Dance 
Signature Lakes, Tennessee 
has become a best-in-class 
destination for anglers. 
Expert fishers will certainly 
appreciate the 10 large 
reservoirs and four small-
water fisheries, but all skill 
levels can enjoy this pastime 
statewide. Each lake has 
access points constructed  
to a standard of excellence 
endorsed and designed by 
renowned bass fisherman 
Bill Dance. Lakes are located 
within each region, and  
most touch a Tennessee 
state park. Learn more and 
plan your excursion at 
billdancelakes.com.

Watauga Lake, Hampton

Magnolia Manor and 
Chapel, Humboldt
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Journal Communications Inc.  •  615-771-0080  •  jnlcom.com 
6550 Carothers Parkway, Suite 420, Franklin, TN 37067 

INSPIRING 
TRAVEL TO


